


Although Rilke Schule is a public school and part of the Anchorage School District, we are a charter school and thus have a

special mandate, and we do some things a little differently than at a regular neighborhood school. This handbook is

designed to give you some familiarity with the way things are at Rilke Schule and what you need to know to support your

child in their first year of school. You can get more information from our website and from the ASD parent handbook,

available online at www.asdk12.org.
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Each child will have two teachers, one on the English side and one on the German side. They will switch classrooms

halfway through the day, so 50% of their time is spent immersed in German and 50% in English. Contact information

for all teachers and staff can be found on our website, www.asdk12.org/rilkeschule

Our office phone number is 742-0900, and the email address is inforilke@asdk12.org
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Conferences are scheduled in October and February in alignment with the ASD calendar. You will receive more information

about conference scheduling from your child’s teachers. You do not need to wait for the formal conference period to check

in about your child’s progress. Just email them to set up an appointment. Dismissal time is not a good time to discuss your

child’s progress or any other issues. Teachers are happy to connect with you at other times to partner for your child’s

success.

Our principal, Herr Christopher Barr, and all of our teachers are partners with you in your child’s education. If you have

questions, concerns, or just want to check in with the school administration or your child’s teacher, please contact them

directly. Starting school is a grand adventure and in starting at Rilke Schule you are joining a family of adventurers, ready to

support you and your child on their path to bilingualism and world citizenship.
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Our goal is to guide our kindergarten students to become good citizens of Rilke, Alaska and the world.

Social and emotional learning are at the core of the Kindergarten experience: for example, learning to

share, use your words, use inside voices, respect yourself and others, respect school property, wait your

turn, keep your hands to yourself. Your child will learn to do this in two languages!

In English, we follow the developmentally appropriate ASD curriculum for English/language arts and math,

with additional support from Lexia reading software. We use educational technology on both sides of the

curriculum to support learning and prepare for testing in future years. Music, art, and physical education

are included in the classroom environment and also taught in separate classes by specialists.

In German, by the end of the kindergarten year, most children will be able to understand everything that

goes on in the classroom. They will be able to speak in simple sentences and phrases using limited

vocabulary…but they will not be ready to be your tour guide in Germany just yet! However – if you stay

with the program you can expect they will be up to that task eventually!

For more information on our overall curriculum and learning goals, please visit our website.
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be in their classrooms ready to learn.

• If your family plans travel during the school year, please communicate with your child’s teachers in advance. • If your

child is sick or otherwise absent for a day or longer from school, please phone or email the school to excuse the

absence. Simply email inforilke@asdk12.org to let the school know, or call 742-0900.
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We schedule awards assemblies every quarter, and other assemblies occasionally for special events. Awards assemblies

are designed to recognize students’ academic and behavorial progress, along with their German speaking skills.

Assemblies can last anywhere from 30-60 minutes. Parents are welcome to come to awards assemblies �





the nutrition policy is available on our website, including a nutrition

pamphlet with lots of suggestions for easy, healthy school lunches. Our healthy food policy only works if families actively

support it by helping children pack a healthy lunch.
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